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Summer break! So many of us moms, as well as our children look forward to “summer break”. A 
time to relax from the busy, chaotic school schedules, and all those extra school activities. I 
would like to encourage you to enjoy these summer months with your family-have fun, relax, 
refresh and make the most of these times with your children. These years go by so very quickly-it
doesn’t feel like it many times 😊, but those high school years and graduations come-fast! Summer 
break for us began after the Homeschool Convention-the entire family enjoyed that!  We made the
most of our summers-we still read great books all summer (and did math twice weekly for just 15-
20 min), but  we went to the park, went on day trips, spent hours outside, had picnics, went 
swimming, and spent time with family and friends. We took walks through the woods, on the 
beach, on my parents 55 acres, and through our neighborhood. By August, I was ready to begin 
planning for the upcoming school year. My hubby would take the children somewhere for 4-5 hours 
(or they would go to my Moms) and I would spend time praying about/for the upcoming year and 
begin my planning. It was a time for me to get refreshed and excited about the year-and plan - 
with no interruptions!!  As I looked through photograph albums this past weekend looking for 
pictures to send our daughter who is out of state, oh how the memories flowed.

No matter how you choose to homeschool-conventional, Charlotte Mason, un-school, online, etc., 
make sure to plan times for field trips, park days, nature walks (no matter how old they are), 
holiday parties for your children and their friends-simple is always good. If your budget allows, 
plan for short trips out of town as well. Make their learning come alive. Recite poetry-seasonal is 
a great way to begin, read great classics together-with a cup of tea of coffee. You are not just 
teaching and guiding-you are making lifetime memories and traditions that you don’t even realize 
you are making. When I was asked to send some pictures for my daughter to share for Father’s 
Day, it was such a joy to look back at the many things we were blessed to do. During their 
“school” years, I began a scrapbook with pictures of our field trips, vacations, parties-and 
experiments, special projects, music lessons, parades, drama, etc. What a gift that book is 
today-to all of us. As the years go by, we sometimes forget all the many things we do 😊. The 
first page of the scrapbook was our first “Thanksgiving Feast”, which became the first of many. 
It was November 1997, and one of my closest friends is no longer with us. Her children have 
enjoyed all the pictures we were able to share with them. Some of our “adventures” were trips to 
the dairy farm in Powhatan (years before we moved here), the Fire Museum (no longer in business,
the Fire Department next to Chesterfield Airport-which was another opportunity & lunch, trips to 
the mountains, Amish country in Lancaster, Niagara Falls (Canadian view!), Toronto, Philadelphia 
(many great historical places to see), Railroad museums, Carriage Museums, Henricus, Mount 
Vernon, Monticello (we all loved that trip), Colonial Williamsburg, the Metro Zoo, DC zoo, the 
Baltimore Aquarium, Sight and Sound Theatre (awesome), Hershey’s Chocolate World (too many 
times lol), the beaches & islands in Georgia, and we even went  to the Walton’s Museum. Some of 
these were just family trips/vacations, and some were with our homeschool friends. Learning wasn’t
just done at a desk or with a textbook (we used more living books). Learning was hands-on and 
through the wonderful places we visited. We still talk about the many things we did, and the 
places we were able to go. They also still remember many of the poems we learned-my oldest 
daughter and I just recited a poem together this week, as well as one of the songs we learned 



when they were little-laughing as we did. I know the days are short and there isn’t always time to
document, but take pictures, grab a brochure, keep the ticket stubs of the places you visit (and 
put dates on them). As a parent, these will become treasures (memories)-and they also will to your
children. 

Summer seems to go so quickly, so, enjoy your time this summer. Make those memories, have fun, 
relax, refresh, pray/seek, and plan for the upcoming year with a sense of excitement and joy. 
Then as you plan, plan to include fun times, field trip days, nature walks, holiday studies, and 
more. 

Even if going to museums (many we went to were free) and other field trips is not in your budget, 
take advantage of those that are free, homeschool discount days, etc. You can also “visit” by 
reading the many great books about these places, or the time in history. There are also many 
virtual tours available now-many at no cost. We even found virtual tours of castles and places in 
Europe as we studied these countries. You can create your own “feast” for the times you are 
studying-let them help! We built tipis in the woods, marched through the woods pretending we 
were the Pilgrims (we did this on very cold, windy days), prepared some of the foods they ate, and
put together easy/simple costumes-all to make learning come alive.. 

On those days that were tough-someone didn’t feel that well or we were all just tired-and we 
weren’t making any progress (and cranky), I would send them into the kitchen to pack their lunch 
boxes. We would head to the park with our lunch boxes, nature notebooks & watercolors, & we 
would have a picnic lunch, take a nature walk, draw in our notebooks (me too), and then spend 
some time on the playground. Give yourself grace on those rough days. We will all have them, but 
with God’s grace we will get through! Enjoy your summer with your family!! Blessings,

Cheryl
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